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Making a world of difference, 
one life at a time.
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Dear Friends of the Grief Center,

A year ago, I began my term as president of the 
Board of this amazing organization. My association 
with the Center first began in January of 2018, 
when my son Colton and I attended support 
groups after the death of my daughter Pearla, in a 
car accident over the Christmas holiday.

The Grief Center is a remarkable community, 
which I experienced as a support group 
participant. But as board president, my 
understanding of the strength and depth of that 
community has changed. I’ve had the pleasure to 
meet many Friends of the Grief Center at events 
like our annual Benefit Concert and Healing 

Hearts, as well as at volunteer trainings and appreciation events throughout the year.  
Thank you for helping to create this space of healing needed by so many of us when 
we least expect it.

The fiscal year reviewed in this annual report is one of our best. We have served more 
people in support groups at the Center for Hope and Healing than we have since 
the start of the pandemic. With the support of our community, we completed our 
playground and landscaping work, to welcome all who grieve.  

We experienced our own grief this year too, when at the close of the fiscal year, we said 
goodbye to The Grief Center’s longest-serving employee and first Executive Director, 
Jade Richardson Bock.

Our new fiscal year brings new opportunities to serve and to grow. I appreciate 
traveling this road with my fellow board members, our new Executive Director, Debora 
Garrison, and the great hearts and minds that comprise our Grief Center community.  

Sincerely, 

Paul Casaus
Board President

Message from the President 
of the Board of Directors

the grief center annual report

A young girl was walking along a beach where 
thousands of starfish had been washed up 
during a terrible storm. When she came to each 

starfish, she would pick it up and throw it back into the 
ocean. People watched her with amusement.

THE TALE OF THE STARFISH

She had been doing this for some time when a man 
approached her and said, “Little girl, why are you do-
ing this? Look at this beach! You can’t save all these 
starfish. You can’t begin to make a difference!”

The girl seemed crushed, suddenly deflated. But after a few moments, she bent 
down, picked up another starfish, and hurled it as far as she could into the ocean. 
Then she looked up at the man and replied,

“Well, I made a difference for that one!”
The old man looked at the girl inquisitively and thought about what she had done 
and said. Inspired, he joined the little girl in throwing starfish back into the sea. Soon 
others joined, and all the starfish were saved. 
adapted from "The Star Thrower" from THE UNEXPECTED UNIVERSE by Loren Eiseley. Copyright © 1968 by Loren Eiseley and renewed 1996 by 
John A. Eichman, III. Used by permission of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Vision Statement

The Four Principles

Mission Statement

Our vision is that all grieving people will receive compassionate 
support needed to foster hope for the future.

Our mission is to provide compassionate and safe support, 
understanding, healing, and hope to the grieving community.

• Grief is a natural reaction to a death for children as well as adults. •
• Within each individual is the natural capacity to heal oneself. •

• The duration and intensity of grief are unique for each individual. •
• Caring and acceptance help in the healing process. •
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Car accident 50
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WHO DIED FOR THE ADULT? WHO DIED FOR THE CHILD?

Grieving individuals (234 children & 
373 adults) received grief support in 
our unique & age appropriate groups

Transforming 
Grief into Hope 

23 minis & 
littles

ages 0-5 

4%

115 kids
ages 6-11 

19%

94 tweens 
& teens

ages 12-18

15%

23 young 
adults

ages 19-24

4%

156 adults
ages 25-44 

26%
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adults
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20%

76 seniors
ages 65+

13%
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New Mexico ranks 2nd in the 
nation for the number of children 
who will experience the death of 
a parent or sibling by age 18. This 
is approximately 63,000 children 
or 1 in 7 NM kids vs. 1 in 12 the 
national average. By age 25 this 
number increases to 142,000. 

 (Judi’s House/JAG Institute. 2024)

New Mexico

United States

71% of youth participants 
say their group leader helps 
them feel comfortable sharing

56% of teen participants 
report they have an easier time 
handling their grief feelings at 
school

93% of adults say the 
group activities & discussions 
help them cope with their grief

89% of adults report they 
have a better understanding of 
grief

64 groups per 
month and 539 total 

groups provided 

8 workshops 
with 207 

attendees

34 Professional Trainings for 
934 adults who serve our 

grieving community

27 new 
Bereavement 

Facilitators 

2 Camp 
Corazóns with 
57 campers
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We had 149 volunteers help serve New Mexico’s grieving families and adults. 
These dedicated people help make The Grief Center a special place 

for children, their families, and adults to find hope and healing.

The Heart of The Grief Center

Thank You!

•ABQ INVOLVED•

•ADRIENNE LARKIN• •ADRIANNE MADSEN•

•AMANDA WALLACE-TRUJILLO•      •AMY (TRES) TANLER•ANN BUCK•ANNE PORTMAN•

•ANNIE MCDONAGH•ARNIE MELNIKOFF•  •BARBARA COTTON •BARBARA SIAS•BLAKE THIES•BOB BARNES•

•BOBBI RIEMENSCHNEIDER •BROOKE DUNN •BRYAN FABER•CALYSTA MADESEN•CARA CHAVEZ•CARLA ANAYA•

•CAROL SULLIVAN•CHANCE GEARHART•CHRIS ALBERT•      •CHRIS SNYDER•CHRIS TURNER•CHRISTEN PIKE•CONNIE DAYTON•

•CYNTHIA FLORENCE•CYNTHIA JOHNSON•DANA MILLEN•                 •DANIELLE SLUPESKY•DEBBI JAMES •DEBBIE SLEETER•DEBORAH BARKOFF•

•DON FLAMMER•ELLEN KIM•EMILY FLETCHER•ENTERPRISE MOBILITY•             •ERIN DAMOUR•ERIN HINERS•FIRST CITIZENS BANK•GABRIELLE BURKHART•

•GABRIELLE DELGADO•GENEVIEVE MARTIN•GIA ROWLAND•GIOVANNA ROSSI•GREG STEINER•GREGORY PFIEFER•HALLEY ROSS•HOWIE KAIBEL•

•IGNACIO MADRIL•ISAAC BANEGAS•JACK BRANT•JACKSON PIKE•JACQUELINE CHAVEZ •JADE GAGNON•JAN  FIKE•JANET LONDON•JANET PAWLEY•

•JANYE SCHULTZ•JEANNETTE  SWENT•JENNIFER  HART•JENNY HOLLIS•JENNY WALKER•JERRY VIGIL•JESSICA PERALTA•JILL POWERS•JOAN DAVIS•

•JOAN HELLQUIST•JOANN BEGAY•JODY (GIMBEL) KARP•JOHN BURCH•JOSEPHINE DARLING•JOYCE KOLBERG•KAREN DOMINGUEZ•KAREN REINHOLD•

•KARRIE KILLGORE•KATHRINE KELTON•KATHLEEN DEFNET•KATHRYN TURNIPSEED•KATIE CUNNINGHAM•KELLY PATTERSON••KERRY DURCHARME•

•KRISTEN TERLESKY•LARRY LEYVA•LAUREN HENLEY•LAUREN HIDALGO•LEA SAURI•LEONARD CURLEY •LESLIE GARCIA••LINDA ZOBRIST•LIZ BRITT•

•LIZ LOPEZ•LONI HIGGINS•LOS ALTOS KIWANIS•LOYOLA GARCIA•LYNDA GUTIERREZ•MAGGIE TANNEN••MARIEL ANGEL•

•MAUREEN DOHERTY•MERCY RABERN JONES•MICKEY KIVITZ•MICKEY MONDRAGON•MICKEY NUNN•MIKE KIVITZ••NEW YORK LIFE 

INSURANCE•NORMA MCLAUGHLIN•OLIVER ENDAHL•PAULA WYNNYCKYJ•PAULINA SAUNDERS•PHIA SMITH•PIPER TERLESKY•

•QUYNH NGUYEN•RACHEL SAMS•RAY JOJOLA•REBECCA VORIS•REYNA GARCIA ••ROBIN GIBSON•ROMI SAUNE•

•RT.66 CIVITANS•SAMANTHA NICHOLS•SANDIA LABORATORY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION•SANDY ORNE•

•SARAH BUNTING•SARAH NEWMAN•SHEILA HOFSTEDT••STEPHANIE HANKS-BREWSTER•

•STEPHANIE SANTILLINES•SUSAN BURNS•SUSAN DEESE- ROBERTS••SUZANNE STERN BRANT•

•TAMARA THIEDEMAN•TANYA BAKER-MCCUE••THERESA LEWIS•

•THOMAS "SPREE" MACDONALD•TIM BROWN••TONYA NEWTON•

•TYLER ELWELL••VIRGINIA LOMAN•WENDY WOFFORD•

•YOUNG PROFESSIONALS ASSOCIATION•

•ZANDRIA VAN HOOSEN•

•ZINA CRUM•

Camp Corazón: 
Where Healing Begins
Camp Corazón continues to be a beacon of 
hope for children coping with loss. This year's two 
camps were a huge success, welcoming 57 kids 
with supportive activities, peer connection, and 
emotional healing. Through shared experiences 
and guidance from caring counselors, our 
campers found comfort, resilience, and new 
ways to express their grief. 

Playground Opening: 
A Place for Healing and Joy
This year, we proudly opened our new 
playground, designed to provide a safe 
and joyful space for children. It’s more than 
just a place to play—it’s a sanctuary where 
kids can feel free to be themselves, express 
their emotions, and build connections with 
others who understand their journey. 
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Abran Lucero 
 Brianne Bigej
Adrianne & Justin Baird 
 Ashley Shaffer
Avi Jesus Espinoza Angel
 Aimelda Mariel Angel
Baby Mabel Chavez 
 Brianne Bigej
Ben Kivitz 
 Mike Kivitz
Blake Thies 
 Graciela Ramos
Blanche Lange 
 Michelle Chavez
Bo Brown 
 Sophia Canizales
Bobby Roe 
 Sallie Roe
Brian J. Lewis 
 Joe Lewis
Briana Louise Skelton 
 Mary Lou Skelton
Carlos Guitiurriez 
 Enrique Morales
Charles Williams & Michael Jones
  John Duran
Chester Williams
 Deborah Williams
Chris Marquez 
 Gabrielle Delgado
Colin Larkin Thomson 
 Marjorie Glenn
Connell Rodden & Edward Junper
 Connell Rodden
Connor O'Loughlin Mantsch & Patti 
O'Loughlin 
 Shari O'Loughlin
Courtney Raquel Harlan 
 David & Havi Graeber
David Bleicher & Sheldon Rubin 
 Gail Rubin
David Fike & Timothy Kee 
Williams 
 Jan Fike
Deanna Brekke 
 Dawn McIntyre
Diane Metzler 
 Fred Metzler
Don & Betty Teeter 
 Kami Arcudi
Donna Chasenah 
 Jeanna Ford
Doreen Lucero Burch 
 Pauline Lucero
Dorothy Frasse Caleca & Santa Caleca 
 Mary Jepsen

Dr. John Michael Brea 
 Lara Barkoff
Elizabeth Grimble 
 Stephen Grimble
Ernie Gardi 
 Karolyn Winge
Gina Solis 
 Loretta Martinez
Gwendolyn D. Mitchell 
 Jan Mitchell
Jack Henry Stuart 
 Renee Davis
Jane Thiedeman 
 Jenna Melancon
Jennifer M. Brathovde 
 Julie Benzaquen
Jerry Mathew Potts 
 Veronica Potts
Jerry Seidenwurm 
 Letha Kay Oman
Jesse Jacobus 
 Anonymous
Jim Costello 
 Joan Costello
Jim, June, Loretta, Jimmy & Lloyd 
 Diana Vallejos
Joe Ungeheier 
 Erin Ungeheier
John Marquez 
 Roberta Z. Marquez
John Sanchez 
 Theresa Sanchez
Jose Luis Perez (Son, Baby Brother & 
Friend) 
 Sylvia Rose Viarrial
Joyce & Nordean Melby 
 Stephan Melby
Juan Garcia 
 Karin Garcia
Juanita Silva 
 Ivan Silva
Judy Scheaffer 
 Wiliam Gannon
Julia Briggs, Mike Jones, Mr. & Mrs. 
Romero 
 Margaret Romero
Julie Branda 
 Patricia Branda
Karen Keller & Doris Jurgensen 
 Robert Jurgensen
Karen Lovelady 
 Susan McKee
Kaycee Landis 
 Elizabeth D. Jensen
Kelly Voris 
 Nicole Voris

Ken and Robert 
 Christy Albright
Kenneth Edward Kline 
 Sayoko Elestherion
Laura Fuggiti 
 Paul Fuggiti
Leslie Stannard 
 Robert Keys
Levi I. Duran 
 Anna Loretta Sekot-Duran
Lisa Forrest 
 Tracy Jones
Lisa Myer 
 John Velasquez
Loren Dils 
 Elaine Sanchez
Mae Barber 
 Katie Cunningham
Mahmoud Najo 
 Leslie Naji
Manan Reese 
 Barbara Thomson
Manuel & Rebecca Torres & Ruben 
Montano 
 Yvette Urioste
Marc Montes 
 Norma McLaughlin
Marcus Leija 
 Crystal Trujillo
Marie Abeyta 
 Manuel Crespin
Mark Donaldson 
 Margaret Tannen
Mark Jensen, Patrick O'Keeffe 
 Anonymous
Mary Ann Smith  
 Bernadette Green
Mary Elizabeth Snyder 
 Chris Snyder
Maxine Edmo 
 Lynda Lee Reyelts
Melissa R. Martinez 
 Gary Martinez
Mimi 
 Sandy Gold
My Mom 
 Robin Niklinski
Nadja Wilhelm 
 Dezaree Vega-Garcia
Neesha Arter Kuratek 
 Marcia Harris 
 David M Gallagher
Pam Galbraith 
 Jerry Vigil 
 Linda Lujan

In Memory Of:

Jade Richardson Bock 
 Amy Miller
 Barbara Kleinfeld
 Gale Stienon
 Jan Fike 
 Jody Karp
 Ken Tallman
 Marjorie Glenn
 Mike Kivitz
 Norma McLaughlin
 Stephen Grimble
The GC Staff 
 Andrew Weyer
Jane Jensen 
' Anonymous
Lyn Jones 
 Barbara Blumenthal 
 Barbara Trujillo
 Robert Bowman
Logan Voyer 
 Cathleen Elle
Matthais Wynkoop Jr. 
 Chris Christensen
Adrienne Larkin 
 Gil Brand
Elliot Seidman 
 Hunter Seidman
The Rickert Property Group 
 Jade Richardson Bock

Debbie & Alan Mask for their 
anniversary 
 Jill Trimble
A participating student 
 Julie Connolly
Bobbie Kleinfeld 
 Kathleen McClellan
Melina Vugrin 
 Kay Vugrin
Jerry Vigil 
 Ken Mills
 Tracie Mills Hager
Bert Parnall 
 Lemuel Martinez
Pat Branda 
 Linda McIlhaney
Sarah and John Santoru 
 Lisa Heimer
Dr. Paul Hopkins 
 Louise Firestone
Tamara Thiedman 
 Mary Jane Thiedeman
Terranda King 
 Mary Sabatini
Brian Colon birthday 
 Matthew Caward
Jihnny 
 Melora Palmer

Adrienne Larkin and Bob Thompson 
 Michael Brown
Nora Gilbreth 
 Natalie Milne
Carly Worthen 
 Nicole Paulson
Leo & Dora Montes 
 Norma McLaughlin
Pearla Casaus 
 Phillip Casaus
Liza O'Connor 
 Sam Adams
Brian Colon Bday Fundraiser! 
 Shauna Kastle
Monique Romney 
 Theresa Nuanez
Mariah Hernandez 
 Veronica DuBray

In Honor Of:

Pamela Lee Roberts 
 Coleen Schmillen 
 Teonta Williams-Neely
Pamela Roberts 
 Anonymous 
 Patricia Stiles
 Virginia Blair
Pearla Casaus 
 Anna M. Tapia 
 Donna Jarosz 
 Flora Dennis 
 Matthew J. Olguin 
 Paul Casaus 
 Steve Garcia
Philippe Leyva 
 Gloria Hurtado
Richard 
 Linda Zobrist
Robert David McLaughlin
 Norma McLaughlin
Robert Heaphy 
 Scott Armstrong

Robert Keller, Sal Grimaldi, Victor 
Grimaldi, Patrick Grimaldi, Jeanette 
Grimaldi 
 Colette Keller
Rosa M. Steele 
 Linda Heath
Ryan Beaulieu 
 Eileen Beaulieu
Ryan F. Daniell 
 David Daniell
Sally Barranen 
 Anonymous
Sam Bowen 
 JoAnn Albrecht
Sarah Javaheripour 
 Terah Beckmann
Skyler Higgins 
 Jordan Berger
Stephen
 Blake White
Steve Buchanan 
 Antoinette Chavez

Suzanne Goldman 
 Lisa Goldman
Suzanne Stomp 
 Shawn Stomp
Tania Saunders 
 Paulina Saunders
Teresa Grajeda 
 Kriston Anderson
Tessa Irene Brandt Moore
 Cristina Xochitl Campos Biggs
Timothy Kee Williams 
 Yvonne Williams Casaus
Timothy Kee Williams & David Fike
 Jan Fike
Tom Anaya 
 Barbara Anaya
Walter Lewark 
 Brandi Lewark
Wesa Ramsey 
 Alicia Montoya
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AAML Foundation
Abq. Coro Lux
Adho Mukha Apparel
Advance Onsite 
 Protection Security
AHEPA 501 Foundation, Inc.
Alan C. Torgerson, LLC
Albuquerque Community 
 Foundation
Albuquerque Involved
Bernalillo County
Best Staff
Blake's Lotaburger
Bohannan Huston, Inc.
Bradbury Stamm 
 Construction Giving 
Brycon Construction
Century Bank
Charles Stephen and 
 Company, Inc.
Chavez Family Cleaning, LLC
City of Albuquerque
Clothes Helping Kids, Inc.
COSTCO
Docu Tech
Enterprise Bank and Trust
Enterprise Holdings 
 Foundation
Exerplay
Expressive Psychotherapy
Flax Family Foundation
Frank's Supply Company, Inc.
French Funerals & Cremations
Glasheen, Valles & Inderman
  Injury Lawyers
Hair Creations LLC
Hancock Family Foundation
Hewlett Packard Inc
HUB International
Independent Order of
  Odd Fellows (IOOF)
Independent Vehicle Service
Kroger (Smith's)
Law Office of Cristy J. 
 Carbón-Gaul
Lineberry Foundation

LK Curtis Children's
 Foundation
Lovelace UNM 
 Rehabilitation Hospital
Main Bank
Maloof Foundation
Maurice Amado Foundation
Melaleuca
Merrill Lynch-The Bard 
 Hemphill Group
Morgan Stanley- Park  
 Square Group
Mountain States 
 Constructors, Inc.
Nancy Ann Mellen Foundation
Neko Neko LLC
New Mexico Department 
 of Health
New Mexico Mutual
New Mexico Trial Lawyers 
 Association Foundation
New York Life Foundation
Nusenda Foundation
OMI
Osaic Foundation, Inc.
Pamela M. Galbraith 
 Memorial Foundation
Parnall Law Firm LLC
Philoptochos Society of 
 St George Greek 
 Orthodox Church
Presbyterian Healthcare 
 Services
Proservices of New Mexico Inc.
Rich Ford
Rotary Club of 
 Albuquerque  
 Rio Grande
Rotary Club of
  Albuquerque Sandia
Rotary Del Norte Foundation
Sadie's of New Mexico
Sandia Foundation
Sandia Laboratory 
 Federal Credit Union
Sandia National Laboratories

Singleton Schreiber
Slice and Dice Pizza
Smith Engineering
Southwest Family 
 Guidance Center & 
 Institute
Sunbridge Horizons, LLC
Sunny505
TechSource, Inc.
The Edw. F. Zimmer 
 Community Fund
The M.S. Doss Foundation, Inc.
The Setter Group, LLC
The TJX Foundation, Inc
Thurgood CLU CAS 
 (Lynn) Household
T-Mobile
Token Ibis
U.S. Eagle Federal Credit Union
Undaunted Carnival 
 Foundation
UnitedHealth Group 
 Employee Giving 
 Campaign
Urbanmama505 LLC
Vallance Family Fund
Victory Outreach 
 Albuquerque
Walmart 
Weems Hazen Law

Our Compassionate Supporters |July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024

Because of the support of these businesses and foundations, plus countless individual donors The Grief Center never 
charges grieving families and individuals for support services. Thank you for helping make our programs possible.  

2023 - 2024 Expenses & Reserves $1,443,406.002023 - 2024 Expenses & Reserves $1,443,406.00

2023 - 2024 Income $1,443,406.002023 - 2024 Income $1,443,406.00

Program

Fundraising

Management

Reserves

In Kind Donations (Playground, 
Landscaping, and HVAC)

In Kind Volunteer Bereavement 
Facilitator Hours

Individual Gifts

Organizational Gifts

Grants

Special Events

Community Training & 
Grief Kits

Rents

Healing Hearts Luncheon

Volunteer Bereavement 
Facilitator Hours

$176,043

$100,177

$389,171

$385,000

$92,432

$200,442

$39,680 $12,829
$47,631

$647,840

$174,841

$92,300

$385,000

$92,432

$50,992
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President: President: 
Paul Casaus

Past President: Past President: 
Stephanie Miller

Vice-President: Vice-President: 
Gabrielle Delgado

Secretary:Secretary:
Mary Davis   

Treasurer: Treasurer: 
Debora Garrison

Members:Members:
Javier Benavidez
Judy Labovitz
Marty Mathisen, CPA CGFM CFE
Karla Rosales-Bush
Charlie Verploegh 

Special thanks to those Special thanks to those 
who concluded their who concluded their 
service in 2023-24:service in 2023-24:
Kelly Atwood

The Grief Center The Grief Center 
Children's Grief Center of New Mexico, Inc.Children's Grief Center of New Mexico, Inc.
4125 Carl is le Blvd NE4125 Carl is le Blvd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87107Albuquerque, NM 87107

Non-Profit 
Organization 
US postage 
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Save the date, February 14, 2025, and join us at the 
Embassy Suites Hotel as we celebrate hope and 

healing at the 19th annual Healing Hearts 
Luncheon and Silent Auction. 

Save the Date Feb. 14, 2025Save the Date Feb. 14, 2025
The Grief Center Staff:The Grief Center Staff:
Jade Richardson Bock, 
Executive Director
  
Beth Brodie, 
Administrative Manager
beth.brodie@griefnm.org 

Peter Moulson, 
Front Desk/Admin. Assistant
peter.moulson@griefnm.org

Development:Development:
Suzie Blake, CFRE
Director of Development
suzie.blake@griefnm.org 

Jorie Weyer, 
Development and 
Outreach Associate
jorie.weyer@griefnm.org 

Education & Outreach:Education & Outreach:
Mickey Kivitz, 
Director of Education 
mickey.kivitz@griefnm.org 

Program:Program:
Veronica Flores, 
Bi-lingual Program Manager
veronica.flores@griefnm.org 

Christina Thies, 
Program Manager
christina.thies@griefnm.org 

Kelly Geib-Eckenroth, 
Program Coach
kelly.geib@griefnm.org VOLUNTEERVOLUNTEER

DONATEDONATE


